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Abstract: This research is held to improve the students’ ability 
in writing recount text, especially in organizing ideas through 
Travel Map as media. It is a Classroom Action Research which 
is conducted in three cycles. The subject of this research is 
Grade VIII, numbering 39 students. The data is collected by 
using observation checklist, fieldnote, and test. The data is 
analyzed by describing the observation checklist and fieldnote, 
and by using formula of mean score. The results indicate the 
students’ writing ability in recount text improve in three cycles 
through Travel Map as media. 
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Abstrak: Penelitian ini dilaksanakan untuk meningkatkan 
kemampuan siswa dalam menulis teks recount, khususnya 
dalam mengorganisir ide melalui Travel Map (peta perjalanan) 
sebagai media. Penelitian ini adalah Penelitian Tindakan Kelas 
yang dilaksanakan dalam tiga siklus. Subjek dari penelitian ini 
adalah Kelas VIII, yang berjumlah 39 siswa. Data penelitian 
dikumpulkan melalui ceklis observasi, catatan lapangan, dan tes. 
Data tersebut dianalisa dengan mendeskripsikan ceklis observasi 
dan catatan lapangan, dan menggunakan rumus mencari nilai 
rata-rata. Hasil penelitian menunjukkan kemampuan siswa 
dalam menulis teks recount meningkat dalam 3 siklus melalui 
Travel Map (peta perjalanan) sebagai media. 
Kata kunci: Menulis, Peta Perjalanan, Teks Recount 
 
riting is considered as the most difficult skill to teach. Meyers (2005:2) 
states that writing is an action - a process of discovering and organizing 
ideas. It is clear that the ability to organize the ideas is really important to 
create a good writing. In fact, it is hard to lead the students produce effective 
writing because students still have difficulties in organizing ideas. They have to 
focus on the topic and their writing have to be organized well. Their writing 
should has an organizational pattern that enable the reader to follow the flow of 
ideas. They also have to follow the conventions of standard writing English (i.e 
punctuation, capitalization, and spelling) as well. So, students experience many 
difficulties in creating a good piece of writing. 
W
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Based on the observation, when the researcher taught in SMP N 2 
Pemangkat, she found that there are many difficulties that students face in 
producing certain kind of text, especially recount text. One of them is they are 
confused to write in chronological order. They write down what they are 
thinking at that time, and write again the next according to their spontaneous 
ideas that they have in their mind. So, it causes random ideas that make reader 
confused. In this case, students need something that can help them to write in 
the right order.  
This study is carried out under the consideration that students find it is 
hard to write in chronological order. They neglect writing in sequence and not 
knowing what should come first in their writing. To solve the problems, Travel 
Map is chosen as a media in writing recount text. The writer modified the 
simple Travel Map to adjust for eighth grade students. It contains places that 
students have to tell in order so it will help them organize the writing well. 
Thus, this study is designed to investigate how well travel route map can 
improve the ability of the grade eight students of SMP N 2 Pemangkat in 
writing recount text. 
So, in order to help students to write recount text in a good organizations and in 
chronological order, fulfilling the aspects of writing such as grammar (using 
past tense correctly) and also engaging student more in writing, the writer is 
intended to conduct a Classroom Action Research in “Improving Students’ 
Writing in Recount Text by Using Travel Route Map” on the students of class 
VIII of SMP N 2 Pemangkat in the academic year 2012/2013. 
METHOD 
This research is a Classroom Action Research. Mills in Cresswell 
(2008:597) stated that Classroom Action Research is systematic procedure 
done by teachers (on other individuals  in an educational setting), to gather 
information about, and subsequently improve the ways their particular 
educational aiming and support. It is a reflective process of problem solving 
led by the teacher/researcher working with others in teams, to improve the 
quality of education. In here, the researcher worked together with English 
teacher in SMP N 2 Pemangkat in applying Travel Map to improve students’ 
writing in recount text.  
Hopkin (1985) states that classroom action research consists of four 
stages, they are planning, acting, observing, and reflecting.  
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Action Research Cycle 
(cited in Hopkins, 1985) 
In order to make the circle above clear, below is the explanation of those steps: 
1. Planning is related to the activity planning which is going to be held by in the 
classroom. It is about the lesson plan, material, technique, as well as task to 
improve the students’ achievement; both in form of process and score. 
2. Acting is the action after planning has been managed. It is when the 
technique, material and tasks are being held or applied. 
3. Observing is to see how the activity is running; and to gather the data as the 
information to be assessed. 
4. Reflecting is the stage to reflect how the research has been carried out; from 
the planning to the observation stage. 
The researcher follows this cycle, and conducts the three cycles. The 
researcher plans an activity or some activities that can overcome the problems 
appear in the classroom. The teacher as a researcher has to do a treatment; that is 
by using the technique which is trusted as the powerful one to help the students 
for achieving a better result and process of learning. 
In the planning stage of the first cycle, the researcher had identified the 
problem, decided a powerful media to use (Travel Map), created a lesson plan as a 
guidline, prepared learning aids, prepared the observation checklist and a field 
note. In acting stage, the researcher who acted as a teacher provided the activities 
as being planned; and the students did the activities. In observing stage, the 
observer who was the researcher’s collaborator observed the students and the 
researcher, as well as took notes. In the reflection stage, both the researcher and 
the observer reflected what had been done; and decided to conduct another cycle 
as the result of the reflection was not satisfactory. 
In the planning stage of the second cycle, the researcher had identified and 
mapped the the reflection from the first cycle, revised the lesson plan, and 
completed all the things which had missed in the first cycle. In the acting stage, 
the researcher did her duties as the facilitator, activity provider, and motivator. In 
the observing stage, the observer observed the activity. In the reflection stage, the 
researcher and the observer reflected all the activities had been done and decided 
to conduct another cycle. 
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This research was conducted in a single classroom consists of 39 students. 
That was the eigth grade of SMP Negeri 2 Pemangkat. The reason for choosing 
this class was because the researcher found more students who had difficulties in 
oragnizing ideas in the recount text. In collecting the data, the researcher used 
observation checklist, fieldnote to record the unexpected activities happened in 
the classroom, and written test. 
FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION  
a. Findings 
After conducting Travel Map as the media for three cycles, the students’ 
ability in writing recount text improved, especially in organizing ideas. Moreover, 
the process in the classroom activity also improved from the first cycle to the third 
cycle. Below is the further explanation of each improvements: 
1. Students’ mean score 
 Based on the result of the test, after conducting Travel map three times, the 
students ‘ score improved from the first cycle to the third cycle. The 
improvement was shown by the result of students’ mean score and also the 
students who passed the standard minimum score. The improvements can be 
seen in the following charts: 
 
Chart 1. The Diagram of the Improvement on each Cycle 
 
                        
 
 
 
 
Chart 1 above shows the students’ mean score in the first cycle, second cycle, and third cycle. 
As it displayed, there is an improvement from the first to the second cycle. The mean score 
for the first cycle was 61.46, second cycle was 69.59 and the third cycle was 73.21.  
 
2. Students’ Achievement 
Students’ achievement is related to the students’ writing in recount text, as 
being focused on this research. From the first cycle to the third cycle, the 
students’ writing is getting better. More students are able to organize their 
ideas well in the second and third cycle. The improvement can be seen in the 
following chart: 
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Chart 2. Students Achievement from C1 – C3 
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3. The Students who Passed the KKM 
In the first cycle, there were 26 students had not passed KKM or standard 
minimum, that is 65. It means just 13 students passed the standard minimum. 
The percentage of students who had passed the standard minimum score was 
33.33 %. On the other hand, there were just 11 students had not passed and it 
means 28 students passed the standard minimum in the second cycle. Clearly, 
it improved from the previous cycle. The percentage of students who had 
passed the standard minimum score was 71,79 %. Most of the students had 
passed the standard minimum score in the third cycle. There were just 6 
students had not passed it and it means 33 students passed the standard 
minimum. It showed significant improvement from the previous cycle. The 
percentage of students who had passed the standard minimum score was 
84.62 % in the last cycle. 
 
4. Individual Mean Score of the Students 
Beside the calculation for the whole students in the class, the researcher also 
calculated the individual scores to see the improvement for each student. Here 
is the table of the mean score of each student. 
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Table 1. Individual Mean Score of the Students 
 
No.  
 
 
Students’ 
Code 
 
 
 
Individual Score 
 
Individual 
Students’ Mean 
Score 
 
First Cycle 
 
Second 
Cycle 
 
Third 
Cycle 
1. A1 73 76 78 75.67 
2. A2 60 42 53 51.67 
3. A3 62 66 72 66.67 
4. A4 62 81 87 76.67 
5. A5 51 58 68 59 
6. A6 56 60 62 59.33 
7. A7 55 62 72 63 
8. A8 61 62 63 62 
9. A9 59 72 73 68 
10. A10 72 78 79 76.33 
11. A11 50 61 61 57.33 
12. A12 66 92 72 76.67 
13. A13 34 50 63 49 
14. A14 64 75 89 76 
15. A15 57 83 71 70.33 
16. A16 68 69 72 69.67 
17. A17 60 64 68 64 
18. A18 64 74 68 68.67 
19. A19 60 66 63 63 
20. A20 56 80 88 74.67 
21. A21 57 69 77 67.67 
22. A22 59 71 73 67.67 
23. A23 70 76 79 75 
24. A24 66 69 73 69.33 
25. A25 78 79 85 80.67 
26. A26 69 71 79 73 
27. A27 64 73 83 73.33 
28. A28 60 68 68 65.33 
29. A29 53 65 72 63.33 
30. A30 74 80 78 77.33 
31. A31 40 64 65 56.33 
32. A32 69 71 75 71.67 
33. A33 75 77 79 77 
34. A34 64 77 78 73 
35. A35 57 - 66 61.50 
36. A36 57 67 72 65.33 
37. A37 61 69 74 68 
38 A38 - 52 - 52 
39. A39 61 63 72 65.33 
40. A40 73 82 85 80 
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We got the mean score by adding the score in first, second, and 
third cycle and divided by 3 (cycles). From the table, it is clearly seen that 
most of the students improved in their writing. It showed that 85% of the 
students (34 students) improved in their writing. The rest 15% (6 students) 
still made many mistakes in their writing, but it is not in the organizing 
ideas but other aspects of writing like grammar, and spelling.  
 
b. Discussion 
The findings show that the application of Travel Map as media improves the 
students’ recount text writing significantly. It can be seen through result of 
observation by the collaborator through observation checklist and fieldnotes. The 
objects being observed were teacher’s performance, students’ performance, and 
the use of media. The result showed that teacher’s preparation and classroooom 
management got better in each cycle to another and the students’ ability in 
organizing ideas and writing recount text also improved (can be seen from the test 
result). Next, the media also got improved to help the students to write their 
recount text. Then, the improvement could be drawn from the mean score from 
the first cycle until the third cycle. The mean score for the first cycle was 61.46, 
second cycle was 69.59 and the third cycle was 73.21. These scores showed the 
improvement in the  students’ ability in writing recount text.  
The improvements happened since the media used for writing recount text 
were powerful to help the students to organize their ideas. In the first cycle, the 
students still got confused with the Travel Map and Guided Question given by the 
teacher; they did not fully understand to follow teachers’ guidance. Thus, the 
results of the first cycle were not satisfactory. Besides, there limitation of time, 
unprepared preparation, and also the small size of Travel Map. However, in the 
second cycle, all the activities ran smoothly although there still many things to 
improve. 
In the second cycle, the students seemed more excited to do the activities. 
They were full of spirit and comfortable in the classroom. The teacher managed 
the time and also the classroom well. But, some students still focused on the 
answering the questions. Thus, the results of the second cycle were not 
satisfactory as well and the researcher decided to conduct another cycle. 
In the third cycle, the students felt more excited and full of spirit and 
comfortable in the classroom. The teacher managed the time and also the 
classroom well. Teacher was able to monitor and control the class well while 
students do the activities and writing the recunt text. Also, students paid attention 
to the teachers’ explanation and more active to ask. Students were able to write 
their recount text well by using the Travel Map. These significant improvement 
also can be seen from students’ mean score and the the number of students who 
pass the KKM. Hence, based on the improvements described above, it has been 
clear that Travel Map improves recount text writing to the Eighth Grade Student 
of SMP Negeri 2 Pemangkat in Academic Year 2012/2013. 
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CONCLUSION 
Related to the explanation on the finding and discussion, it can be concluded 
Travel Map has improved the students’ recount text writing on the eighth grade 
student of SMP Negeri 2 Pemangkat in academic year 2012/2013. The 
improvements are related to both the activeness of process in the classroom and 
the students’ achievement on the test. Finally, the researcher hopes the result of 
this research can be a reference for the English teacher to enhance their creativity 
in teaching, in order to help their students to write the text, especially recount text. 
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